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Sitting in a סוּכָּה is a booth we are required to sit in at times during 

the holiday of סוּכּוֹת. But a סוּכָּה is not just any booth with a roof. 

There are special rules that a סוּכָּה has to follow to be valid. 

The first מִשְׁנָה of סוּכָּה מַסֶּכֶת  (Tractate "Booth") talks about some of the things 

that disqualify a סוּכָּה from being ר  :(valid) כָּשֵׁׁ

 

Ethan was bemoaning the coming of 
the סוּכּוֹת holiday. Less time to play 
video games. Eating outside (which, 
in the colder climate where Ethan 
lived, wasn't all that appealing). And 
of course, the overall discomfort of 
not being inside his cosy home. He 
expressed these feelings to his brother 
Joel, one day. 

"But that's the whole point!" said Joel. 

"What do you mean?" asked Ethanץ 

"The whole point we sit in the סוּכָּה is, 
like today's גְּמָרָא says, to leave our 
Rather, we focus on the important 
things in life without being distracted 
by the unimportant ones." 

"I see," said Ethan. "So I shouldn't look at 
the סוּכָּה as something that takes good 
things away , but an opportunity  to 
realize that those things aren't all that 
important to begin with!"

( קב שער, יצחק עקידת )
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We learned in a מִשְׁנָה that a סוּכָּה higher than 20 אַמּוֹת 

(cubits) is not valid. What is the reason for this? 

We first have to understand that the essence of a סוּכָּה 

is its ְסְכָך (covering). We will learn more about the 

 s requirements later. For now, let's make things'סְכָךְ

simple by saying it is a roof that provides shade. 

So why is a סוּכָּה higher than 20 אַמּוֹת no good? Our 

 sages who) אֲמוֹרָאִים quotes three opinions of גְּמָרָא

lived in the גְּמָרָא era): 

 says, the Torah tells us people should be aware רַבָּה

that they are sitting in a סוּכָּה. If they sit in a סוּכָּה 

higher than 20 אַמּוֹת, they will be not be aware they 

are sitting in a סוּכָּה since they won't easily see the 

 !סוּכָּה the most important part of the ,סְכָךְ

 that the (verse) פָּסוּק says we know from a רַבִּי זֵירָא

 s shade. If'סוּכָּה has to be the source of the סְכָךְ s'סוּכָּה

a סוּכָּה is 20 אַמּוֹת high, the walls will be the source of 

its shade, not the ְסְכָך. 

 must be a living space with makeshift walls designed to last for only seven סוּכָּה says, a רָבָא

days. A אַמּוֹת 20 סוּכָּה high would need sturdy walls and foundations to keep it from 

collapsing. 

 

Review Questions – ף  סוּכָּה ב'דַּ  
 

1. How high (minimum) must a סוּכָּה be to be valid? 

_____________________________________________________ 

2. Give a reason why a סוּכָּה higher than 20 אַמּוֹת is not valid. 

_____________________________________________________ 

3. How high was Queen Helena's סוּכָּה? 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט
         

 י כ ך ל מ ם נ ן ס
         

 ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת
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