
 

 1     v   

Page 57 

When the ׁבֵּית הַמִּקְדָּש (Holy Temple) stood, a special song for each day of the week was 

chanted by the Levites. 

On the Sabbath and on ׁרֹאשׁ חֹדֶש (first day of the new month) there was a קָרְבַּן מוּסַף or 

"extra sacrifice" that was offered. While it was being offered, a special song in honor of 

the Sabbath (and on ׁרֹאשׁ חֹדֶש, in honor of the New Month) was chanted as trumpets 

sounded. 

What happens if ׁרֹאשׁ חֹדֶש fell out on the Sabbath and two special songs had to be sung? 

Which song would be chanted first, that of the New Month or that of the Sabbath? 

The גְּמָרָא answers that the ׁרֹאשׁ חֹדֶש song would be sung first followed by the song of the 

Sabbath.  

The גְּמָרָא asks why this should be. We have a rule that says, " קוֹדֵם תָּדִיר תָּדִיר וְאֵינוֹ תָּדִיר  ", 

if you have two activities to perform and one is done more often than the other, the one  

done more often should be done first. 

The Sabbath happens more often than a 

New Month. Therefore, its song should 

be sung first, not the ׁרֹאשׁ חֹדֶש song! 

The גְּמָרָא answers that since we want to 

show the public that today is definitely 

 .we sing its song first רֹאשׁ חֹדֶשׁ
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דנדף  סוכה  

     
 

Did you know that the Hebrew calendar 

is set up in such a way that יוֹם כִּפּוּר can 

never fall out on a Sunday or Friday? 

This is for a very practical reason. One  

may not pick fruits or vegetables on the  

Sabbath or on יוֹם כִּפּוּר. If  ִּפּוּריוֹם כ  fell on  

a Sunday, produce needed for after the fast would 

have to be picked on Friday. By the time the fast 

would be over the produce would have wilted. 

Also, if someone died on Friday night during the 

Sabbath he or she would have to wait two days to 

be buried. 

However, in the גְּמָרָא the opinion of "אֲחֵרִים" is 

quoted that יוֹם כִּפּוּר may fall on Friday or Sunday. 

Even according to this opinion, if יוֹם כִּפּוּר fell on 

Sunday, the הַבְדָּלָה prayer declaring the 

permissibility of regular work is not recited after 

the Sabbath as יוֹם כִּפּוּר begins immediately at that 

time and work is restricted.  

Also, if יוֹם כִּפּוּר fell on Friday, the trumpets 

usually sounded late Friday afternoon declaring 

the beginning of the Sabbath would not be  

    sounded. 

The fast was finally over and Aaron was starving. 
He took some potato chips and ice cream (his 
favorite meal for breaking the fast) and sat 
down to eat. Then he heard his mother's voice. 

"Not so fast young man," she said whisking away 
the junk food. 

"But that's my food for breaking the fast!" Aaron 
protested. 

"I don't think so," Aaron's mother said as she went 
to the fridge to take out some fresh fruit. "The 
Sages went to great lengths to make sure יוֹם 

 didn't fall out on Sunday so that people כִּפּוּר
would have fresh food after the fast. We see how 
concerned we should be that people have good 
food to eat after a fast." 

She placed the plate of sliced oranges, 
strawberries and bananas in front of Aaron.  

"It's important to take care of yourself properly, 
especially after you've gone so long without food. 
Eat up. It's good for you!"

Review Questions – "ף נ ה דַּ דסוּכָּ  
 

1. Which song was sung first, the one for the Sabbath or for 

the New Moon? 

_________________________________________________ 

2. Nowadays, on which two days can יוֹם כִּפּוּר not fall? 

_________________________________________________ 

3. According to חֲנִינאָ בַּר אַחָא רַבִּי  how many trumpet blasts 

accompanied the קָרְבַּן מוּסַף? 

_________________________________________________ 
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What do they have to 

do with the daf? 


